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 The child's personal social development is greatly influenced by the 
environment and interactions between the child and the parents or other 
adults around them. The type of parenting style of parents towards their 
children will affect the attainment of the level of education, social skills and 
overall development of the child. The purpose of this study was to determine 
the effect of parenting style on the personal social development of preschool 
children. The method used in this research is descriptive correlation method 
and cross-sectional approach. The respondents of this study were 39 parents 
who have preschool children aged 3-5 years in Dukhan Qatar. Sampling was 
taken by total sampling. The results showed that the parenting style of 
preschoolers affected the personal social development of preschoolers (p = 
0.028). It is recommended that parents of preschool-age children provide 
more encouragement to their children in terms of independence and 
socializing with the environment. 

 

INTRODUCTION  

Childhood is a very important period 
because during this period a person's 
personality and attitudes are being formed. 
During this period the child shows the 
ability to move more activities, develop 
curiosity, and explore the surrounding 
environment.1,2 The ability for wider social 
interaction and self-concept has also begun 
during this period.3 Optimal growth and 
development can be achieved if there is the 
interaction between children, parents and 
the surrounding environment where 
children interact socially.4,5 Children's 
social development is the stage of a child's 
ability to behave following environmental 
expectations.2 One of the parameters of 

child development is social personality 
(social personality) which is related to the 
ability to be independent, socialize and 
interact with the environment.6  

Parenting style is a combination of several 
elements that create a climate or emotional 
atmosphere in which parents communicate 
their attitudes towards their children.7 At 
preschool age, parenting patterns have 
more influence on children's ability to carry 
out activities and understanding of lessons.8 
The results also state that the type of 
parenting style of parents towards their 
children will affect the attainment of 
education level, social skills and overall 
development of children.9 Parenting styles 
are classified into three types, namely: 
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Authoritarian, authoritative and 
permissive.10 

Qatar society is very heterogeneous from 
various ethnic groups. Each of them has its 
own rules and culture. Therefore they will 
influence the adaptation process and social 
development of children.11 Based on the 
results of the preliminary study, it is known 
that in the Dukhan area 10 children aged 3–
4 years 4 are less independent in terms of 
socializing with their surroundings. Like 
they still have to be watched by their 
parents to play with their playmates. The 
results of an interview with a teacher at 
Dukhan English School showed that some of 
the children in the Nursery did not want to 
play together with classmates of different 
ethnicities. This may be due to a lack of 
encouragement or parenting styles from 
parents in terms of socializing with new 
environments.  

The purpose of this study was to determine 
the effect of parenting style on the personal 
social development of preschool children. 

METHODS 

This research has used a descriptive 
quantitative design. This study describes 
the parenting style and personal-social 
development of pre-school children. The 
approach that has been taken is a cross-
sectional approach. Measurement of 
children's upbringing and social personal 
development is measured at the same time. 

The respondents of this research are 
parents who have pre-school age children. 
The inclusion criteria for research 
respondents included: residents of Dukhan 
and having children aged 3–5 years. 
Research respondents totalled 39 people. 
The sampling technique that has been used 
is a total sampling. 

This research was conducted in the city of 
Dukhan, Qatar for one month starting from 
January 20, 2020, to February 20, 2020. The 

research was conducted by visiting the 
homes of each of the research respondents. 

The instrument that has been used for data 
collection is a questionnaire. The 
questionnaire on indicators of parenting 
style has been adapted from instruments 
developed by Robinson, Mandleco, Olsen, 
and Hart. The instrument to determine 
children's development is the Denver 
Development Screening Test version II 
(DDST II). 

Researchers have provided explanations to 
the research respondents before collecting 
data. The explanation contains the 
objectives, benefits, and consequences that 
must be carried out during the research. 
The involvement of research respondents 
was voluntary and without coercion from 
the researcher. After the respondent 
agreed, he was asked to sign an informed 
consent sheet. Researchers have given 
rewards to respondents in the form of 
souvenirs. Researchers maintain the 
confidentiality of research subjects by not 
including the respondent's name on the 
research report. 

The data from the research results were 
analyzed using the Chi-Square test and 
Fisher's exact test to determine the 
influence of parenting styles on children's 
social development. 

RESULTS 

The results showed that the mean age of the 
respondents was 37.44 years with a 
standard deviation of 4.42. The youngest 
was 26 years old, while the oldest was 48 
years old. The education level of the most 
respondents is diploma level as many as 15 
people (38.5%), the remaining 14 
respondents have a bachelor degree 
(35.9%) and at least 10 people have high 
school education (25.6%). The average 
length of a marriage of respondents' parents 
with pre-school children in Dukhan Qatar is 
10.03 years with a standard deviation of 
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4.094. The longest marriage is 20 years, 
while the fastest is 4 years. 

The results of research on the type of 
parenting style of Indonesian preschool-
aged parents in Dukhan Qatar, it is known 
that most of the respondents have 
Authoritative parenting types, namely 37 
respondents (94.9%). The study also 
showed that only 2 respondents had the 
permissive parenting type (5.1%) and there 
were no respondents who had the 
Authoritarian parenting type.  

The results of the study on children's 
personal social development showed that 
there were 32 children (82.1%) whose 
social personal development was normal, 
and only 7 children (17.9%) had less social 
personal development. 

The results of the bivariate analysis in this 
study showed that as many as 2 parents 
(4.4%), with the permissive parenting type, 
had children with less social personal 
development. As 32 parents (82.1%) with 
authoritative parenting type had children 
with normal social personal development. 

Table 1 
The relationship between parenting style and children's personal social development 

Indicators 

Children's personal social 
development 

Coefficient 
(95% CI) 

p 

Less Pass   
f % f % 

Parenting Patterns     
0.135 

(0.060-0.305) 
0.028 Permissive 2 4.4 0 0 

Authoritative 5 13.5 32 82.1 
 

DISCUSSION 

The results showed that there was a 
significant effect of parenting styles on the 
personal social development of pre-school 
children. The results of this study are 
supported by the results of other studies 
that the type of parenting style of parents 
towards their children will affect the 
attainment of education level, social skills 
and overall development of children. This 
study also shows that few parents with the 
permissive parenting type have children 
with less social personal development. And 
more parents with the authoritative 
parenting type have children with normal 
social personal development. This result is 
different from previous research which 
explains that authoritative parenting style is 
not related to pre-school prosocial 
behavior.12  

This shows that authoritative parenting is 
good parenting. This type of parenting, 
parents try to direct their children 
rationally and appreciate communication 
that gives and takes each other and directs 

the child to be independent so that it will 
help the child's personal social 
development in a positive direction. 
Meanwhile, permissive parenting parents 
tend to allow children to regulate their own 
activities, do not control and are not trained 
to be responsible, even though preschoolers 
should be introduced to good and bad 
norms so that if parents allow children too 
much it will affect personal social 
development in a negative direction.10 
Parents who use authoritative parenting 
have higher emotional regulation than 
parents who use permissive parenting.13 
The results of other studies have shown that 
parenting styles for tau people can affect 
children's mental health and self-esteem.14 

The results of other studies show that 
authoritative parenting is able to enhance 
one's personal growth initiatives.15 Another 
study suggests that the most beneficial 
parents (with authoritative parenting) are 
people high in extraversion, openness to 
experience, and awareness, and low in 
neuroticism.16 Good parenting can affect a 
child's ability to communicate with others.17 
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CONCLUSION 

Parents' parenting influences the personal 
social development of pre-school children 
in Dukhan Qatar. Authoritative parenting 
styles are better at stimulating pre-school 
children's personal social development. 
Researchers suggest especially for the 
Indonesian people in Qatar dukhan to be 
able to use proper parenting in caring for 
children, one of which is by implementing 
autoritative parenting to optimize 
children's social development. In addition, it 
is hoped that parents will give more 
encouragement to preschool children in 
terms of independence and socializing with 
a multinationality environment by 
participating in community activities that 
involve the entire community of Dukhan 
residents. 
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