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ABSTRACT

Various literary devices are employed in postmodern literature,
including fragmentation, intertextuality, metafiction, irony, and
skepticism. This study aims to explore how these devices challenge
traditional narratives, reshape reality, and critique established power
structures. The research method involves a comprehensive literature
review to analyze the usage and implications of these devices in
postmodern literature. The findings indicate that fragmentation disrupts
linear narratives, intertextuality enriches texts through references and
allusions, metafiction emphasizes self-reflection, irony subverts
conventional meanings, and skepticism questions established ideologies.
These devices contribute to a complex and critical understanding of the
postmodern world. In conclusion, this research highlights the importance
of these literary devices in postmodern literature as tools to challenge
norms, broaden perspectives, and encourage critical engagement with
narratives and social realities. Further research in this field can provide
deeper insights into the role of these devices in shaping contemporary
literature and society.

Keywords: postmodern literature, fragmentation, intertextuality,
metafiction, irony, skepticism.

INTRODUCTION:

Postmodern literature is characterized by fragmentation,
intertextuality, metafiction, as well as the use of irony and skepticism.
These elements challenge traditional narratives, disrupt linear

Literary Devices in Postmodern Literature ...
R. A. Fagih, P. Thalia, I. Maghfiroh, R. Arum

49


mailto:2221210052@untirta.ac.id

English Language & Literature International Conference p-ISSN: 2579-7549
Vol. 6 No. 1 e-ISSN: 2579-7263
https://jurnal.unimus.ac.id/index.php/ELLIC/index

storytelling, and invite readers to question established norms and values.
In this introduction, we will explore how these features contribute to the
significance of postmodern literature and its relevance in the field of
literary studies.

The issue addressed by postmodern literature is the dominant
structure in society, which often imposes fixed and linear narratives on
individuals' understanding of the world. Postmodern writers strive to
offer alternative perspectives by depicting chaos and uncertainty in
reality. Through fragmentation, non-linear narratives, blending of genres,
and the use of imagery and metaphor, postmodern literature presents
complex and often ambiguous realities that reflect the state of an
uncertain world.

In addition to fragmentation, intertextuality plays a crucial role in
postmodern literature. By referencing and incorporating elements from
previous texts, writers create new meanings and depths in their own
works. Intertextuality allows for a dialogue between texts and different
cultural traditions, expanding readers' knowledge and understanding of
various disciplines and perspectives. This integrative and collaborative
approach enhances creativity, analytical skills, and critical thinking,
enabling individuals to engage with complex issues and cultural
differences.

Metafiction, another important aspect of postmodern literature,
refers to techniques that self-reflect and draw attention to the artificial
nature of storytelling. By challenging traditional narrative structures and
blurring the boundaries between fiction and reality, metafiction invites
readers to question the authority of the author and the concept of a
singular and objective truth. Explorations of form and content related to
historical events and figures, known as historiographic metafiction, allow
for critical examinations of history and its constructions.

Furthermore, irony and skepticism are used in postmodern
literature as subversive tools and critiques. Irony exposes the limitations
of language and challenges readers' assumptions, while skepticism
questions established narratives and power structures. Through these
elements, postmodern literature encourages readers to engage critically
with the complexities of the postmodern world, promoting a deeper
understanding of social, cultural, and political issues.

This research aims to provide an understanding of the significance
of postmodern literature and its contributions to the field of literary
studies. By exploring the problem statement, existing artistic conditions,
and concepts offered by postmodern writers, we will delve into the
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novelty and potential of this genre. Through comprehensive analysis of
relevant works, including recent review articles, we will demonstrate the
relevance and importance of studying postmodern literature.

METHOD:

This research method employs a qualitative analysis approach to
understand and analyze postmodern literary works. This approach
involves a process of deep reading and interpretation of relevant literary
texts. Firstly, the researcher will conduct a comprehensive literature
review to identify relevant and important postmodern literary works in
this study.

Next, the researcher will analyze these texts while paying
attention to postmodern literary elements such as fragmentation,
intertextuality, metafiction, irony, and skepticism. The literary texts will
be examined within historical, social, cultural, and political contexts to
understand the meaning and messages intended by postmodern writers.

The data used in this research consists of postmodern literary
texts identified in the literature review. This data will be analyzed
through careful reading and interpretation. The researcher will record
important findings, identify patterns, and analyze the relationships
between postmodern literary elements present in these texts.

Data analysis will involve interpreting meaning, literary criticism,
and exploring relevant cultural and historical contexts. The researcher
will utilize relevant references in the field of postmodern literature and
cultural studies to support their analysis.

This research will provide detailed explanations of the steps
taken, starting from the identification of postmodern literary works,
analysis of these texts, and the reading and interpretation of data. The
analysis process will encompass a deep understanding of the social,
cultural, and political contexts that shape postmodern literary works.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION:
Findings:

In the qualitative analysis of postmodern literary works, several
important findings were discovered that illustrate the main
characteristics of this literature. Firstly, fragmentation is a key element
that appears in many of the researched postmodern literary works.
Postmodern writers tend to break narratives into irregular pieces,
presenting a complex reality and ambiguity that reflects the uncertain
state of the world.
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Secondly, intertextuality is also a dominant feature in the
researched postmodern literary works. These writers use references and
incorporate elements from previous works to create new meanings in
their own works. Intertextuality expands readers' knowledge and
understanding of various disciplines and cultural perspectives, enriching
creativity and critical thinking skills.

Furthermore, metafiction is an important element in the
researched postmodern literary works. Metafiction refers to self-
reflective techniques that invite readers to question the authenticity and
authority of narratives and to pay attention to the fictional elements
within the story. In this study, it was found that metafiction is often used
to criticize traditional narrative structures and challenge the concept of
objective truth.

Lastly, irony and skepticism are also integral parts of the
researched postmodern literary works. Irony is used to reveal the
limitations of language and provoke readers' assumptions, while
skepticism questions established narratives and power structures. Both
of these elements encourage readers to engage critically with the
complexities of the postmodern world, deepening their understanding of
social, cultural, and political issues.

Discussion:

The results of this research indicate that postmodern literature
plays an important role in challenging and breaking traditional narrative
structures imposed by dominant societal norms. By utilizing elements
such as fragmentation, intertextuality, metafiction, irony, and skepticism,
postmodern literature successfully disrupts established linear
storytelling patterns and invites readers to question established norms
and values.

Furthermore, this research also demonstrates the relevance of
postmodern literature in the field of literary studies. These findings
reveal that through the use of postmodern literary techniques, writers
can create complex, ambiguous, and deeply meaningful works. This
contributes significantly to the development and understanding of
literature as a discipline.

CONCLUSION:

Based on the findings and discussions outlined earlier, this study
provides a deeper understanding of postmodern literature and its
distinctive elements such as fragmentation, intertextuality, metafiction,
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irony, and skepticism. The research findings align with the research
objective set forth in the introduction, which is to explore the significance
of postmodern literature and its relevance in literary studies.

The key points of the discussion include the role of postmodern
literature in questioning and deconstructing established narrative
traditions, integrating elements from various texts and cultural
traditions, and exploring the relationship between fiction and reality. The
results of the data analysis also reveal that postmodern literature
promotes critical thinking, expands insights, and presents complex views
of the postmodern world.

Overall, this research has contributed to the field of literary
studies by uncovering the importance of postmodern literature and its
impact in responding to a complex world. By understanding the elements
of postmodern literature and their implications, this research provides
further advancements in literary studies.

In this conclusion, it is important to avoid repeating the
experimental results or presenting an excessively long list. Instead, the
conclusion should clearly depict the scientific truths discovered through
this research. Additionally, the conclusion may also provide suggestions
for future research, such as exploring the influence of postmodern
literature on readers or examining the social and political implications of
postmodern literary works.

Thus, this research provides a summary of significant findings
about postmodern literature, highlights the key points of the discussion,
and affirms its contribution to the field of study as a whole.
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